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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1 - 54 and 58 - 91 are drawn to an authoring method for use in 
creating an audio visual product defining a plurality of components, the components 
implicitly representing functional sections of audiovisual content with respect to one or 
more raw content objects, and a plurality of transitions that represent movements 
between the plurality of components; expanding the plurality of components and the 
plurality of transitions to provide a set of explicitly realized AV assets and an expanded 
intermediate data structure of nodes and links, where each node is associated with an 
AV asset of the set and the links represent movement from one node to another; and 
creating an audiovisual product in a predetermined output format, using the AV assets 
and the expanded intermediate data structure of the nodes and the links, wherein the 
audiovisual product is operable to facilitate random number generation classified in 
class 386, subclass 111. 

II. Claims 92- 124 are drawn to a data processing system comprising a 
reader to read data representing a video sequence and a number of associated data 
each having a corresponding command; a presentation engine for outputting the video 
sequence derived from the data representing the video sequence, a navigation engine, 
responsive to an event, to invoke one of the corresponding commands according to the 
output of the video sequence; and means to derive a first value from the invoked 
command of the corresponding commands classified in class 386, subclass 46. 



Application/Control Number: 10/756,983 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2621 

III. Claims 125- 126 are drawn to a data processing system comprising 
means to play an interruptible or skipable video sequence; and a random number 
generator for generating a random number associated with an interruption of the 
interruptible or skipable video sequence classified in class 386, subclass 68. 
2. The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 
The three groups of inventions are useable apart from each other and have unique 
specific structures not required of the other, and can therefore be separately useable as 
distinct inventions. For example, an authoring method for use in creating an audio visual 
product defining a plurality of components, the components implicitly representing 
functional sections of audiovisual content with respect to one or more raw content 
objects and creating an audiovisual product in a predetermined output format, using the 
AV assets and the expanded intermediate data structure of the nodes and the links, 
wherein the audiovisual product is operable to facilitate random number generation as 
recited in claim 1 in group 1 . This is distinctly different from a data processing system 
comprising a reader to read data representing a video sequence and a number of 
associated data each having a corresponding command and means to derive a first 
value from the invoked command of the corresponding commands as recited in claim 92 
for group 92. Group 3 defines a data processing system comprising means to play an 
interruptible or skipable video sequence; and a random number generator for 
generating a random number associated with an interruption of the interruptible or 
skipable video sequence as defined in claim 125. 

Moreover the authoring method in creating an audiovisual product is distinctively 
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different from a data processing system comprising a reader to read data representing a 
video sequence which is further different from a data processing system comprising 
means to play an interruptible or skipable video sequence. 

3. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the search 
required for one Group is not required for the other, and have acquired a separate 
status in the art and because of their recognized divergent subject matter restriction for 
examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

4. Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 
CFR 1.143). 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Syed Y. Hasan whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1082. The examiner can normally be reached on 9/8/5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

S.Y.H. 
07/02/2008 



/Thai Tran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



